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From your leadership:
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Spring break, Easter, robins, budding plants and fresh green grass are all
reminders of newness, growth and the return of warmer months ahead. I
don’t know about you but I just love sitting on my front porch watching a
spring thunderstorm and lightning show. There’s something about the
smell of fresh rain in the air and beautiful rainbows that just make you
look around and be in awe of it all.
Whether you are a CDI novice, advanced CDI or expert CDI, the WI

ACDIS Chapter will help you DISCOVER something new. Have you ever
considered taking on a new role in leadership? Perhaps you have great
ideas to share or would like to present on a particular topic? Do you know
a doctor, NP, CDI, VP or coder who might just say “yes” to sharing their
knowledge and expertise on a topic? Maybe YOU would like more
information on a particular subject? Want more Outpatient CDI topics?
Did you complete the Annual Survey? Consider these questions as ways
you can get involved in the WI ACDIS Chapter and grow your presence. It
can be very rewarding and it gives you a voice in decision making!
We have in this issue lots of updates so read carefully and don’t miss a

thing (just like we tell our providers regarding queries right?). There are
helpful reminders, current news and upcoming information YOU don’t
want to miss. We greatly appreciate each of you and hope you enjoy this
issue and the Spring ahead!

~ Alicia Whiteford

More details inside this issue.



Welcome New Members!

* Renee Friesen, CCS, CCS-P, CAH-CBS with Rural Wisconsin Health Cooperative

* Elizabeth Kramer, RN with Accuity Healthcare

* Stacy Lundtvedt, MSN, RN with Gundersen Health

The WI ACDIS Chapter now has 72 members!

Let’s grow this chapter!

Encourage someone you know to become a member - Send them this link: WI ACDIS
Membership Form

REFERRAL GIFT OFFER: Refer a new member and be eligible for a gift drawing at the May
webinars for the below book that gives insights and helps foster good leadership practices in
life and whatever role or level of CDI you are in. We have 10!
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About this book:

You have so much more to offer. You know
it. You have sensed it for some time now.
This sacred truth has been bubbling up in
your soul. But you have never known quite
what to do about it. All that is about to
change.

Some ideas are so powerful that simply
becoming aware of them changes our
lives forever. Holy Moments is such an
idea. It is profoundly simple, astonishingly
practical, and once you discover it your
life will finally make sense. It's time to let
Holy Moments show you what is possible.
It is time to explore your soul-potential.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zrZ9PIG53vMzhDh1v2mOUbuxKZOtPH5E/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zrZ9PIG53vMzhDh1v2mOUbuxKZOtPH5E/edit


Membership & Subscription Renewal Reminders
It is a time-consuming process to follow-up on renewal emails and betting you don’t like a
cluttered inbox. Please be sure to address the renewal reminders immediately upon receipt
so our board does not have to spend extra time and effort on filling up your inbox with these

unnecessary reminders. WE THANK YOU IN ADVANCE!

Upcoming Education

WI ACDIS Chapter Webinars and business meeting:

May 29th 1-3p - SAVE THE DATE!

End of October - Topics TBD

November - Annual business meeting plus 1 hour CDI Jeopardy game - live

Shout out to Lyn Kutz for being a long time member, serving on the board and
presenting last March for us!

Our next webinar series is coming up quickly and this time it will be LIVE! Don’t
miss the registration email coming soon so you can get the date/time saved on
your calendars! Reminder emails will be sent the week prior to the webinars.
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- Please remember to fill out the ACDIS online membership roster if you are new, to refresh once yearly or

whenever you have NEW contact information changes by clicking here: WI ACDIS Roster

- Receive a 25% discount on National ACDIS membership by being a WI Chapter member!
- Be on the lookout for Pinson & Tang renewal reminder emails from the chapter! Please RSVP ASAP

if you plan to renew or not

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/chapter-membership-roster


We are pleased to offer you the following speakers forMay 29th:

● 1-2 pm is Lynn Kuehn from Libman Education speaking on Spinal Procedure

interpretation and PCS coding

● 2-3 pm is Melissa Kersten speaking on Burns

The May webinars were GREAT suggestions that YOU made on your annual survey so
we’re very excited to offer this for you. Want to make a new request for the October

webinars? Shoot us an email at: wisconsinacdis@gmail.com

Receive a $25 gift card for speaking for the chapter and a $10 gift card for referring a speaker!

Pinson & Tang

Upcoming webinar education:

● April 25th at 12 noon: Adverse Reactions to Drugs and Toxins
● May 23rd at 12 noon: Substance Use, Abuse, and Dependence

Did you know?

● P&T made the Pediatrics section more robust
● The Resources section has great information!

Topic Specific Info: Hepatorenal syndrome
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Hepatorenal syndrome is acute kidney injury due to acute or chronic liver disease. It is
characterized by a progressive rise in creatinine in patients with liver disease (not due to
another cause). Clinical indicators: Meets AKI criteria, usually with ascites resistant to
diuretics.

Note that the diagnosis of hepatorenal syndrome is one of exclusion. The diagnosis is
excluded if due to other causes, i.e., dehydration, contrast-induced, drugs/nephrotoxins,
obstruction, glomerulonephritis, etc.

Signs and symptoms of liver disease include fatigue, abdominal pain, RUQ/liver
tenderness, joint pain, nausea or vomiting, loss of appetite, jaundice, dark urine, pale
stools, hepatomegaly, ascites/edema.

mailto:wisconsinacdis@gmail.com


ACDIS National
Board members Zoe Harkoff and Shannon Tokarski attended the national conference this year.

Wednesday 4/10 they got to represent Wisconsin and the privilege of meeting some of you!

Become a National ACDIS member!

Save 25% on your national membership by being a chapter member: click here

Check out the latest CDI Journal issue for 2024 March/April titled, “New Beginnings:
Expansion opportunities in CDI”. Read more here

(must be logged in to access)
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https://hcmarketplace.com/association-of-clinical-documentation-integrity-specialists/?code=SMCDI1ZA3
https://acdis.org/articles/download-marchapril-2024-edition-cdi-journal


The hottest topics in the CDI world can be read here in CDI Strategies.

Want to know more about the below OIG focus on sepsis article? Click here.

Want to know more about the AI Sepsis diagnostic tool article? Click here

(must be logged into ACDIS to access)
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https://acdis.org/articles/news-oig-review-medicare-inpatient-hospital-billing-sepsis
https://acdis.org/articles/news-fda-authorizes-first-ever-ai-sepsis-diagnostic-tool?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-80ToFK52h5u6XHWbV3S7mM-OVTaGW9qfYyE3dqodNb2FQjlIeruREI2AYVOo0Zt9lKQO94SuaxaGHvmwFWCmRFDiylEA&_hsmi=302109493&utm_content=302109493&utm_source=hs_email


Succession Planning

Consider becoming a chapter board member and get 50% off National ACDIS
membership!

Look for nomination information in the Summer newsletter regarding the
President-elect and Secretary roles.

Choose “and” instead of “but” and improve connection, unity and

collaboration. ~ Anonymous
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Look what the Regulatory Committee is up to! This just posted March 13th, 2024 “Industry
hot topics: Insight into ambiguous, inconsistent, conflicting advice and guidance”

Sound interesting? Want to know more? Click here

Get involved!

Add a feather to your cap and/or enhance your resume by serving on the chapter board
or planning committee.

Consider joining the 30 minute calls over the next year and find out more about co-chair duties!

Contact via the WI ACDIS email address: wisconsinacdis@gmail.com!

https://acdis.org/resources/industry-hot-topics-insight-ambiguous-inconsistent-conflicting-advice-and-guidance
mailto:wisconsinacdis@gmail.com
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WI ACDIS LEADERSHIP CONTACT:

wisconsinacdis@gmail.com

Alicia Whiteford RN, BSN, CCDS
awhiteford@mhemail.org

President

Shannon Tokarski RN, BSN, CCDS, CDI
Educator

shannon.tokarski1@ascension.org
President-elect

Zoé Harkoff RN, CCDS
zoe.harkoff@ascension.org

Treasurer

Diane Matysik RN, CCDS, CDI Supervisor
diane.matysik@ascension.org

Secretary

mailto:wisconsinacdis@gmail.com
mailto:awhiteford@mhemail.org
mailto:shannon.tokarski1@ascension.org
mailto:zoe.harkoff@ascension.org
mailto:diane.matysik@ascension.org

