Planning to take the CCDS Exam in 2018? Here are some things you need to know

ACDIS made several important changes affecting the CCDS exam on January 1, 2018.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Candidates applying this year now have 90 days (three months) to schedule and take the exam from the date their name is submitted to the exam company. Your effective eligibility and expire dates are listed on your scheduling notice from the exam company. 
We strongly suggest you submit your application when you can plan to take the exam in the next two months.
Here are some important updates to the resources you may bring into the exam:
DRG Expert®
The 2018 edition of the DRG Expert® is published in two volumes. If you use this resource, you may bring both volumes, plus a nursing drug guide to you test (so, up to three books in total).
You may continue to use older editions of the DRG Expert® (such as the 2016 or 2017 editions) but it should be an ICD-10 edition.
New Nursing Drug resources
We expanded the accepted list of drug resources a candidate may use. The following is the complete permitted list:
•	Nursing Drug Handbook/Lippincott’s
•	Mosby’s Nursing Drug Reference
•	Physicians’ Desk Reference (or PDR Nurse’s Drug Handbook)
•	Pearson’s Nurse’s Drug Guide
•	Saunders Nursing Drug Handbook
•	Davis’s Drug Guide
•	Nurse's Pocket Drug Guide
Questions?
Email Exam Coordinator Penny Richards with your questions.
